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“HC seeks reply

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhi high court has sought
the response of Guru Gobind Singh Indra-
prastha University on allegations of the ille-
gal appointment of teachers.

A division bench, comprising Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra and Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
issued a notice to the university, while admit-
ting the petition of one Ravindra Pratap, a
teacher at the university.

Pratapcited RTI correspondence to allege
there were irregularities in the appointment
of teachers. He said he first wrote to the uni-
versity in 2008 seeking action on the issue, as
an RTI query revealed a person appointed to
teach sociology was in fact not qualified to do
80.

When the university failed to respond, the
petitioner contacted the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and later the Bar Council

Economic Times ND 14/06/2011

from IP varsity

of India alleging another appointment of a
lecturer, this time in the law faculty, had been
made ina similar manner.

This is the third time that Pratap has ap-
proached the HC.

Hisfirst petition, filed in 2010, was dismis-
sed by the court who called it “absolutely and
gloriously vague” and said it was extremely
difficult for the court to“discernthefactsand
grant relief”.

This prompted Pratap to file a second pet-
ition which was dismissed as well.
The court then said it took exceptien to
the manner in which the petition was struc-
tured.

Finally, Pratap’s latest plea was admitted.
Pratap has asked the court to cancel
the three “dubious” appointments allegedly
made by the wuniversity in wviolation
of rules.
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Chrome, Google’s Other Operating System Debuts

ASHLEEVANCE

NEW YORK

Google's executives have long enjoyed
ribbing Microsoft as bloated, slow, and
out of touch with computer trends. So
; theremustbeafew smirks at Microsoft's
headquarters: Google's first, long-de-
layed Chromebooks areabouttoarrive in
aworld that's moved on without them.,

itsown computer.

that vision, These mach

line services. The idea was to wean peo-
ple away from storing files directly on
their computers and managing files and
applications on the desktop screen so fa-
miliar to anyone who's used a PC or a
Mac. The cloud had arrived and deserved

The initial batch of Chromebooks,
which are shippingon June 15, livesup to

doesn't charge a li fee for th
Chrome.) Google also has a monthly sub-
scription programme for businesses and
schools, leasing Chro-

ications. “Thatreally is thebig
problem,” says Tim Bajarin, president of
analystfirm Creative Strategies. “There-
ality is that you're not always going to be

Google laid out its Chromebook vision
two years ago: a new type of laptop that
revolved around the Web. It would run on
a stripped-down operating system
known as Chrome — imagine a Web
browser that isn't on your computer’s
desktop, it is your computer’s desktop.

Chromebooks would turnon in seconds
and would let users flit around the Web
and store things such as photos and docu-
ments via Flickr, Dropbox and other on-

tart up fast
(eight seconds). Once people log in with
their Google credentials—the same used
for Gmail—they arrive atahome page on
the Chrome Web browser and off they go.
That's the gistof the Chromebook experi-
ence. Samsung and Acer have built the
firstmodels, which willsell for about $430
for Wi-Fi-only systems and $500 for ver-
sions that can also connect to Verizon's
3G wireless network. (As with its mobile
operating system, Android, Google

— mebooksfor$28perem-  inaplace where you're connected.” Later ~ of their computing operating systems,
Like ployee and $20 per stu- this summer, Google plans to offer ver- Microsoft's Windows 8 (due next year)
smartphone dent. Like smartphone sions of Gmail and Google Calendar that has a radical interface that resembles its
sellers,Google  sellers, Google has cre-  will work on a Chromebook even when smartphone software and is integrated
ated 1 pstore it'soffline. Th willalsohelpde- with and other Webservices, -
for Chrome—both for veloperssimilarly adjust theirapps, says  Apple's new Lion version of OS X will
storefor Cl Google ) sonLily Lin. link to iPhones and iPads through cloud-
Chrome, Chrome browsers on  Google once planned to ship the Chro-  based services. Both these operating sys-
both for regular PCs. mebooks in 2010. They would have tems will provide access to the cloud
Chromebooks Users won't see famil- seemed like a breath of fresh air then. without the big tradeoffs of Chrome, says
and Chrome iar desktop software Over the past year, though, tablets and IDC analyst AlHilwa. “It seemstomethat
browserson like TurboTax, Pho- smartphoneshavecontinuedtosurge. the Chromebooks are moreof aconcept,”
regular PCs toshop, or Microsoft Of:  These devices deliver the same basicex- he ys. “Google is trying to showcase an

fice, but they'l be able
toget H&R Block At Home, BeFunky Pho-
to Editor, and Google Docs. On a Chrome-

perience as the Chromebooks since they
too tend to revolve around the Web.

thingdepended on the cloud.”
But there's more device variety in the

tend to have livelier app stores, including
Google's own Android marketplace. In
the past couple of weeks, Microsoft and
Apple have shown off revamped versions

ideal of what life might be like if every-

book, you need to be online to run any of tabletand

tphonemarkets, and they
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Registration commences for
admission to NIT, IIIT

Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE: One lakh of the
3.99 ]akh students qualified in
the All-India Engineering
Entrance Examination
(AIEEE) have so far regis-
tered with the Central Coun-
selling Board (CCB) that will
conduct counselling and allot
seats in 30 National Insti-
tutes of Technology (NIT),
five Indian Institutes of In-
formation Technology (ITIT),
and 13 Centrally-funded in-
stitutions(CFI). The registra-
tion will go on till June 23,

The CCBisbased atthe Na-
tional Institute of Technolo-
gy, Surathkal, near here.

The Ministry of the Human
Resource Development asked
the institution to hold coun-
selling and allotment of seats
for 2011-2012 academic year
for the NITs, 1IITs, CF1s and
23 self-financed Institutions.

According to Sandeep San-
cheti, Director of NIT Surath-
kal and Chairman of the
CCB-2011, 34,000 seats are
on offer in the engineering

* 2.5 lakh registrations expected "

® 34,000 seats on offer In engineering stream

stream while 930 seats are
available under the architec-
ture stream. The allotment of
seats for the 23 SFIs will be
done during the spot round,
which will start from August
14, Mr. S8ancheti said. The on-
line registration on the web-
site www.ccb.nic.in had.been
onsince Junell.

Half of the seats in NITs are
reserved for the candidates
from the States where the NIT
islocated andthishadbeenin-
corporated in the system
while generating the unique
all India ranking which would
formthebasisforselection, he
said. .

Mr. Sancheti said it was in
the registration process that
the candidate was asked to
give the wish-list of the colleg-
es he was seeking admission,
Till Monday evening, about 27
lakh choices had been made

that included 38,680 choices
made by 2,127 candidates reg-
istered from Karnataka.

- The registered candidates

, would be getting the status of

the seats every evening. They
would be asked to lock their
choices between June 18 and
June 23, he said. Theboard ex-
pected about 2.5lakh registra-
tions, he added,

. G.S8rinikethan, Professorin
the NIT Surthkal and Coordi-
nator of the CCB, said four
NIT Surathkal faculty mem-
bers had been answering
questions made to the help-
desk (0824} 2474086, On an
average, the helpdesk re-
ceived 800 callsaday.

The common complaint
had been about inability of

candidates tologin after regis-

tration, “In some cases, the
coaching centre has filled the
details during the registration

and the candidates do not
have the password.” In one
case, a candidate from Kash-
mir called to inform about the
loss of the AIEEE admit card.

“" Whenhecamebacktoregister

after getting a duplicate copy
of the admit card, the candi-
date was shocked to see some-
body being registered in his
nurhber, Mr. Srinikethan said.

He said the board had de-
cided to freeze such registra-
tions. “We have asked
candidates to approach re-
porting centres with neces-
sary documents to prove
identity for re-initiation of
registration,” Mr. Srinikethan
said. '

Mr. Srinikethan said a team
from NIT-Trichy was leaving
shortly to Andaman to train
the staff of the Higher Educa-
tion Secretariat for counsel-
ling and seat allotment. The
Higher Education Secretariat
of Andaman and Nicebar Ad-
ministration in Port Blair was
one of the 39 Reporting and
Help Centre set up in the
country.
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Top varsity faces foreign
olare on degree legitimacy

Charu Sudan Kasturl

m charu kasturi®hindusiantimes com

NEW DELHI: One of India's best-
known private universities,
Sikkim Manipal University
(8MU}), 'faces international
serutiny over the legitimacy of
its distance education courses
after Denmark diplomatically
raised questions about the
recognition of the university
courses.

The human resource devel-
opment (HRD) ministry has
responded to the detailed ques-
tions from the Royal Danish
embassy here, stating that SMU
does not have key approvals it
requires to offer some popular
distance education courses.
Some of SMU's distance edu-
cation programmes do not have
the approval of a joint commit-
tee of the University Grants
Commission (UGC), All-India
Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) and the Distance
Education Council (DEC).

Sources privy to the devel-
opment have told HT that the
government has informed
Denmark that this approval is
required for each course an

DENMARK CONCERN

- » Denmarl has raised questions

- about whether distance educa-
fion degrees offered hy Sikkim

* Manipal University are recog-
nized

~ » India has replied stating that
the university’s courses lack key

. approvals

= The HRD ministry is keen to

transparently communicate with

foreign governments about
Institutions here, to strengthen < ~

lts hand in instances where

Indian students abroad suffer

s b

a e e e w s

-
o -

institute wants to offer through
the distance education mode.
The HRD ministry's response
effectively argues that these
courses do not have the required
recognition.

But officials of the "one of the
country's largest and most pop-
ular distance education varsi-
ties" insisted that the universi-
ty's distance education courses
were legitimate because
the DEC has recognised the uni-
versity.

"While I do not want to com-
ment on this specific case since
neither Denmark nor the
Government of India has com-
municated with us, I wish to
state that SMU has the DEC's
recognition, which is in the pub-
lic domain," SMU academic
director V Sivaramakrishnan
told HT.

But mere DEC approvalis not
adequate, HRD miinistry offi-
cials said. "The DEC merely
approves an institution as capa-
ble of running distance educa-
tion programmes. But the joint
committee of the UGC, AICTE
and DEC must meet and
approve specific courses for
these to be offered," an official
said.

The HRD ministry, sources
said, is keen to transparently
communicate with foreign gov-
ernments about institutions
here, to strengthen its hand in
instances where Indian students
abroad suffer.

Almost 1,500 Indian students
earlier this year faced deporta-
tion from the US after the Tri-
Valley University (TVU) was
found to be violating the feder-
al US norms,
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